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Arts and Cultural Trust Announces 6th Annual Fête- Celebrating Excellence in the Arts 
 

A vibrant arts and cultural scene is essential to the quality of life and economic growth of a community.  

The Fête recognizes those organizations, businesses, individuals and events that make our cultural scene what it is.  

 

Named in recognition of Mayor Ardell F. Brede’s enduring support of the Arts in our community, the Ardee Awards 

honor the very best in the visual and performing arts and the humanities and those whose support through leadership, 

education, and collaboration have had a significant impact on these endeavors.  

 

The Trust has again commissioned Karl Unnasch, a renowned southeast Minnesota sculptor and artist, to design and cast 

in bronze the “Ardee” Award.  

 

 Mayor Brede is completing 16 years of civic service, and because he is universally recognized as the #1 supporter of the 

Arts in Rochester, the Trust, in partnership with the Rochester Civic Theatre, is dedicating The Fète 2018 to him. All 

those who have been touched by his arts support over the years, whether the public, arts organizations or individual artists, 

are encouraged to show their support by attending the event.  

 

Because of the entertainment and surprises planned, the format for the event will be changed this year. Six Ardee 

categories will be awarded, with the inaugural Outstanding Business in the Arts included. Instead of semi-finalist 

nominees, the finalists for each award are listed. 

 

 Mayor’s Award for Public Art- City of Rochester 

 Leadership in the Arts- Andrea Costopoulos 

 Outstanding Artist- Brandon Sampson 

 Outstanding Business for the Arts- Think Mutual Bank  

 Excellence in Arts Education- Honors Choirs of SE MN 

 Outstanding Greater Rochester Arts- Chatfield Center for the Arts 

 

The Fête will be held on Tuesday, October 23, 2018 in the Mayo Civic Center Ballroom 3. Tickets are $40 for a plated 

dinner catered by Powers Catering. A table of 8 is only $320. As in the past, this is not a fundraiser, but a FUNraiser. 

 

Program time: 

5:15 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.- Social Time 

6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m.- Dinner is served 

7:00 p.m.- Program begins and usually ends around 8:30 p.m. 

 

Attire: Business casual or whatever is comfortable. Jeans are not preferred. 

 

Hosts for the Fète are KTTC-TV’s news anchors Tom Overlie and Caitlyn Alexander.  

 

Tickets can be purchased beginning September 24
th

 online at www.RochArtsTrust.org  or in person at the Experience 

Rochester offices in Mayo Civic Center-Skyway level.  

 

Contact the Arts and Cultural Trust at bari@rochartstrust.org  or call 507-424-0811 for further information.  
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